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and to cashier him if no improvement took place.  He himself,
'clad in a black armour, with a black horse, and a black plume
of feathers'3 trained a troop near Dublin.   He was also able,
later, to secure better arms for the soldiers.
The church of Ireland, moreover, was so contemptible that
it is no wonder if there were complaints that Jesuits and other
priests were swarming everywhere. The church buildings were
often ruinous or devoted to secular puposes. Thus in Dublin
one was a stable, a second a residence, a third a tennis-court,
and a fourth permitted its vaults to be hired to Roman catholic
publicans. Simony and pluralism were the order of the day.
A certain bishop was reported to have held twenty-three bene-
fices, but the curates in charge to have received only a few
pounds a year*
Money was needed to deal with these and other abuses, and
Wentworth determined to call a parliament in 1634. It was
with great difficulty that he could secure the necessary permis-
sion from Charles. *As for that hydra*, wrote the king, Hake
good heed, for you know that here I have found it as well cun-
ning as malicious.'1 Every care was exercised to prevent the
Irish house of commons from bearing the least resemblance
to the English. Pressure was shamelessly exerted in all the
boroughs, and patrons were allowed little freedom of choice, as is
evidenced by Lord Cork's observation, in his diary, that he re-
ceived six letters from the lord deputy ordering him to arrange
for the return of the individuals who were named.
Went worth's speech to both houses illustrates precisely his
view of the functions of parliament. The debt of the Crown
must be paid and an annual deficit provided for. The houses
were simply to devote their time to these two needs. That was
the business of the first, or king's, session, Then there would be
a session of their own, when the king would grant whatever
favours he thought suitable, and these they were to receive
with the proper gratitude. Let them avoid private meetings or
consultations, *I am commanded to carry a very wakeful eye
over these private and secret conventicles, to punish the trans-
gression with a heavy and severe hand, therefore it behooves
you to look to it'2
The result of this exhortation was that six subsidies were
granted—two to be levied in the first and second years, and one
1 Sttoffwdj$ Letters, p. 233,	a Ibid,, pp. »86> 390.

